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Educational Needs of Professionals in Child Abuse Prevention:
One of Okinawa Islands in Japan

Satsuki Yamashiro?, Kazuko Maeda?, Reiko Ueda?, Chieko Numaguchi?
Sachiko Morishima®, Kazuko lkehara®, Misako Nakasone®

[Background] Due to amendment of the child abuse prevention law and child welfare law, the role of professionals in
relation to child abuse prevention has expanded and diversified. Therefore, education to enhance of knowledge and skills is
required.
[Object] The purpose of this study was to clarify educational needs of professionals in relation to child abuse prevention
activity in an island in Okinawa, and to obtain basic material of the education program development.
[Methods] A total of 323 professionals volunteered to participate (nurses, public health nurses, welfare staff, maternity
and child health promoter, and social workers). Participants completed questionnaires. The data was analyzed by using
descriptive statistics and content analysis techniques.
[Results] There were a wide range of ages and working experiences, and educational backgrounds in participants. All of
the public health and welfare professionals reported interest in child abuse prevention, yet only half of the hospital nurses in
the pediatric and the ambulant units did so. Educational and training experience after employment showed differences
depending on the occupation. The difficulties in taking care of abusive parents and their children were in the items
* communication’ ,‘ out of contact with parents’ ,and * how to deal with’ . The competencies participants perceived to
be required in their practice consisted of 6 items such as * assessment’ ,‘ communications’ ,*‘ referral/coordination’
caring and support’ , * knowledge’ , and ‘ interpersonal relationship/humanity’ . Also, supports needed were

‘ consultation, advice and supervision from the inside and outside of the organization’ , * positive participation of
multiagencies and any other professionals’ , * sufficient resources’ , ‘* systems for the referral and* working
together’ ,‘ information sharing’ ,and‘ strength of privilege’

[Conclusion] This study suggests that effective communication, assessment, working together with other organizations
and occupations, and information sharing are required as educational contents for professionals.
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