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Abstract

Background: It is now recognized that early detection and intervention for children with developmental disorders
(DDs) should be improved, and the developmental disorders system is building to provide the comprehensive
services and supports these children and their families require in Okinawa. Because many of children with
DDs are cared by day care workers in day care centers, improving the quality of day care workers is a priority
matter. Purpose: Our goal was to determine by age of children how day care workers identified children
with DDs and suspected children, and what early interventions they provided in day care settings. Method:
Eight hundred seventy-eight day care workers in 90 day care centers at 3 cities in southern Okinawa were
asked to complete self-report questionnaire. Result: The data was obtained from 546 day care workers.
Approximately 40% of them were taking care of 170 children with DDs including suspected children. Seventy
percent of those children were provided special interventions by them in day care settings. They gave 53 behaviors
or characteristics of children one to three years of age as the warning signs that they were concerned, but
they didn’t notice any critical warning signs of DDs. They provided a variety of therapeutic and supportive
services to eligible children and their parents, but the number of early intervention they described was a
mere 30% of those about early detection. Conclusion: It was suggested that day care workers needed to be
given practical and continuous training so as to assure their adequate capacity to detect the DDs by the Age
of 3 years and deliver early intervention services to children with DDs and their families.
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