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Core nurses’ perception of the introduction of STAS-], a quality
assessment tool of palliative care in the palliative care unit
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Abstract

[Purpose] This research aims to clarify core nurses’ perception of the introduction of the Japanese version of the
Support Team Assessment Schedule (STAS-]), a quality assessment tool of palliative care in the palliative care unit.
[Method] The research subjects are 7 core leading nurses who promote the introduction of STAS] into the palliative care
unit. Data was collected by using participant observation and interviews during the STAS-] learning seminar, followed by
qualitative analysis of the data.

[Result] Core nurses understood STAS-] through the learning seminar and utilized STAS-J in death cases and short
conferences. Core nurses  perception of the introduction of STAS-J could be classified into 5 categories: [a common tool
to consider the quality of care] [information sharing and team approach in conferences] [retention of relationships
between patients, families and doctors through communication] [care action going back to the basics of palliative care]
[necessity of education relevant to STAS-J] .

[Conclusion] The study of STAS-J enabled core nurses to conduct basic assessment of palliative care and made them
aware of the importance of listening to and taking the part of patients. Moreover, they practiced care focusing on
communication by utilizing the items of STAS-J. Holding learning seminar led by core nurses in introducing STAS-J is
useful. Education and the support system appropriate to each nurse need to be provided while continuously considering
anecdotes.

Key words : Japanese version of the Support Team Assessment Schedule (STAS-J), palliative care unit, nurses’
perception
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