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Family Care to Support for Terminal Patients wish
for Own Body's Donation

Sayuri Jahana. RN, DNSc & Midori Kamizato. RN, PHN, DNSc

Abstract

Purpose: To investigate bereaved care as family care to support the family that the patient had donated his
body after death for medical research.

Methods: This study was a case study to collect data primarily through observations and interviews. Study
participants were 2 nurses, 1 cancer patient with terminally ill and 2 siblings of the patient in a palliative
care unit in O prefecture.

Results: The nurse supported the family to carry out the patient's wish for donation of his body after his
death. There were eight core categories and 18categories. The eight core categories were:J Family care that
the nurses support the patient to tell his intention of the body donation to his siblings[l Family care that
the nurse tell the siblings that patient seems to be peace in mind when the siblings stay with him0 Family
care that the nurse is waiting for the words from the siblings with respecting their autonomyD Family
care that the nurse gives sense of not a feeling of guiltll Family care that the nurse gives enough time to
the siblings for farewell the deceased patient[l Family care to respect the family's coping stylell Family
care that the nurse and family give the care of the deceased patient together in the last moment[ Family
care that the nurse make the siblings do the funeral ceremony with peace of mind in a hospitalll
Conclusion: The nurse support the patient's wish for the donation of his body after his death and support

his family to achieve patient's wish.

Key ward: Bereavement Care, Family care, Own body's donation, the cancer patient with terminally ill
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