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Longitudinal study of mothers who are at risk of child
abuse cases through PACAP measurements

Kiyoko Tamashiro', Chieko Yoshikawa?, Tomoko Nishihira®, Yuka Kayouda®

Background:
A number of child abuse cases in Japan has been increasing, and recent studies illustrate that child abuse
affects brain development. Therefore, it has become social concern which requires immediate prevention

measures.

Objectives:
Our research objectives are to grasp relevance of “Pre-Assessment of Child Abuse Prevention (PACAP)”

measures that are a modern child rearing environment assessment tool.

Method:

We targeted guardians of infants and assessed child rearing environment through PACAP at A town (an
island with 8,500 inhabitants) in Okinawa prefecture. We hitherto received 447 responses from 538 samples
and reported that 16 research participants (3.6%) are at “risk” situations. This study follows up situations of
those who belong to the “risk” group (targets are 14 since 2 already moved out). We collected information about
parents’ knowledge through continuous PACAP research (2nd and 3rd phases) and from immediate supporters -

such as public health nurses, nursery teachers, and kinder garden teachers.

Result:

1. We implemented longitudinal PACAP study and received responses from 11 participants at the 2nd phase;
and 14 at the 3rd. Our analysis illustrates that the degree of “risk” situations has declined.

2. We have thorough data about 11 participants between the 1st and 3rd research phases. Among them, 7
showed change at the 2nd or 3rd phase, and the rest (4) did not show change. The 5 participants who did
not show change maintained “normal” condition. According to information from immediate supporters, those
who maintained “normal” condition had “good family relations” and “fathers with educational passion.” One
participant who indicated that she was at the “risk” situations in all 3 response phases had multiple issues;
the oldest boy has developmental disorder and negative relationship with his father. Her relationship with her
husband also is problematic. Among those who illustrated change, 2 showed positive change, and 1 negative.
The former change includes from “false negative” to “normal,” and originally contained problems regarding
affection formation due to long-term hospitalization. Another participant who shifted from “false negative” to
“false positive” is a single mother who has a job. Her child shows defensive attitude towards strangers. They

were introduced to a medical specialist by a public health nurse and under ongoing treatment.

Conclusion:
Our study indicates that PACAP is a relevant tool to detect child abuse in early stages since those mothers who

experience problems belonged to “real risk” range.

Key words: child abuse, PACAP (Pre-Assessment of Child Abuse Prevention), longitudinal study, immediate

supporter
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