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AIDS CONTROL IN INDUSTRY IN OKINAWA PREFECTURE, JAPAN

Masaki SHINJO*, Makoto ARIIZUMI**, Naokiyo ONGA®*, Yoshio ASATO**, Tomoyuki AZUMA*

Tatsuya MIYAZATO®*, Takashi UEHARA’*, Atsushi OHNO’*
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To see how industry is responding to AIDS, an anonymous questionnaire survey was conducted on menber
companies (n=407) of the chamber of commerce with 50 or more employees in three large cities in Okinawa, during
February to March, 1994. Responses were obtained from 221.

The questionnaire looked at type of industry, number of employees, number of business trips to foreign coun-
tries, specialists for health management, AIDS control, attitudes and actions taken toward infected persons and AIDS
patients, etc.

The main results were as follows; In 73 companies foreign business trips had been made. The rate of appoint-
ment of specialists in health management was below 50%. In 80% of the companies, AIDS control was not in place.
About 1/2 of the companies responded that there was a need to grapple with AIDS control while 40% of the companies
were undecided. The majority of the companies felt that there was no chance of their employees having HIV infection
within five or six years. Many companies had no regulations for dealing with employees who are infected with HIV.
From the survey, three points were made clear:

1. Industry does not have an adequate plan to deal with AIDS.

2. There is no awareness of a crisis.

3. There is insufficient dissemination of information regarding AIDS.

HIV/AIDS is predicted to increase in industries in our country and management will be hard-pressed to deal
with the intricate problems that arise. HIV/AIDS is not exclusively an individual problem, but should be the concern of
industries and society as well. The urgent need for measures to promote occupational health for the working population

while protecting individual privacy was made quite clear.
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