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Student Learning and Issues Related to Simulation Learning for Family
Care after death of the Advanced Cancer Patient
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Abstract

Purpose: This study aimed to identify optimal school learning techniques by clarifying on aspects of
students’ learning, along with related issues. This was investigated in context of simulation learning
concerning examples of care for family members following a death of terminal cancer patient.
Methods: The subjects included fourth-year students who had studied palliative care practice
Simulation learning which was based on original scenarios. After practice evaluation was completed,
group interviews were conducted; the results then underwent qualitative, inductive analysis. This study
was approved by the institutional review board of University A, and subjects provided consent after
receiving verbal and written explanations of the study and assurances that personal data would be
protected.

Results: Student learning regarding family care following the death of terminal cancer patient utilizing
simulation learning was broadly divided into three phases: “pre-simulation”, “during simulation”, and
“post-simulation (debriefing)”.

The results for each of these phases revealed [preparation for family care directly after death as a prior
issue] for “pre-simulation”. For the “during simulation” phase, results revealed the role of the nurse
including [awareness of experiencing wavering emotions when faced with the pseudo patient] and the
observer role including [awareness of deepened learning through re-experiencing it]. For “post-simulation
” including [awareness of expanded viewpoint by coming into contact with different ideas] and so on.
Our investigation revealed improvement related to practice contents and methods. One of them is[during
simulation, students are wanting to practice the role of nurse with small groups] .

Conclusions: Students are learning related to simulation learning for family care after death of advance
cancer patient. The results suggested the need to consider the inclusion of all students to experience the
role of the nurse in the simulation.

Key words: simulation learning, terminal cancer patient after death, family care, nursing student
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