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A first trial of Photovice for participatory
Needs Assessment in the villages of
isolated islands, Okinawa

Okamura Jun, MHS.? Kinjo Yoshihide, D.HS."

Photovoice is the participatory action research approach proposed by Wang, in which people can take photo-
graphs with specific intentions, add their voices to them, share the community’s problems through group discus-
sions and find the active solution finally. As the results of methodological reviews, photovoice in practical
settings should be considered in terms of five points as follows: (1) to select participants who can communicate
the matter in content, (2) to collect photographs from various aspects, (3) to give minimum instructions and ad-
vice to the participants, (4) to conduct group discussions in supportive manner, (5) to transfer the selected photo-
graphs to slides and use the photographs from other communities. According to present photovoice trials in two
villages of isolated islands, Okinawa, the results were summarized as follows: (1) to be a qualitative assessment,
(2) to be an action research approach, (3) to be participated by various people, (4) to elucidate the potential needs.
The results suggest that the photovoice was an effective method even if neither active nor autonomous as sup-
portive group activity in communities exist.

Key word: Photovoice, Citizen Participation, Action Research, Needs Assessment
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