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Parents’ perception of their babies
for primary intervention

— Comparison between Parents in Okinawa and Tokyo —

Yamashiro Katsura BHS.” Ueda Reiko DM.Sci” Okamura Jun MH.Sci”
Kato Naomi, RN.M,B.AY Tamashiro Kivoko MP.H"

The purpose of this study is to analyze the parent’s perception of their babies, the similarities and differences
of their perception between fathers and mothers, and different perception between immediately after child’s birth
and one month after for primary intervention.

Subjects were the parents of 51 pairs in Tokyo, 65 pairs in Okinawa, and a total of 106 pairs with newborn
infants. Questionnaires were requested twice. The first question was about, "an average baby’s perception”. After
one month of the child’s birth, the second question was asked about “their own baby’s perception'.

Result and discussion; 1) As for the correlation coefficient of the NPI1 and NPI2 of parents, NPI2 became
higher than NPI1, which indicated that perception of fathers or mothers, was more similar than one month be-
fore. 2) As for the correlation coefficient of the NPI1 and NPI2, the mother was lower than the father, in both
group. From these findings, it becomes clear that the perception of the parents immediately after birth and of one
month after changes, and it is that some values change with place in which they live, after one month, the
mother’s is changing rather than father in both group.

Conclusion; It was suggested that of the same child one could say that 1) Parent’s perception between
mother and father was not the same. 2) Both mother and father had changed perception from child’s birth one
month after. 3) It was common in two areas (Okinawa and Tokyo)that mother’s perception had changed more
than that of father’s in two of the result. Further study is needed in child rearing of mother’s and father’s, differ
ent perception of babies between parents in order to reduce problems of child rearing which could be observed
from NPI score.

Key word: Neonatal Perception Inventory, Primary intervention, Child-parent relationship.
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